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Magna Carta of Small Farmers
June 4, 1992

The policy recognizes the right of small farmers and farm workers, as well as cooperatives and
independent farmers' organizations, to participate in the planning, organization, management, and
implementation of agricultural programs and projects especially through the Bayanihan spirit. It shall
support agriculture through appropriate policies, research, technology and training, and adequate
financial, production, marketing, and other support services to enhance agricultural productivity. In
addition, it shall provide incentives and reward systems to small farmers so as to accelerate agricultural
productivity and to promote self-sufficiency and full development of agricultural potentials.

Salient Extension Provisions

CHAPTER IX
RESEARCH AND EXTENSION SERVICES

Sec. 28. Research and Development System. — The R and D System shall conduct mission-oriented or
strategic research and adaptation trials taking into consideration the specific needs of the intfended
beneficiaries. The results of these adaptation trials shall be verified under actual farm conditions to
determine their performance in comparison with existing farming systems.

The R and D System shall complement national research centers by contributing studies or actual data
to such studies. It shall concentrate on addressing the problems faced by farmers at the local level.
The R and D System shall also tap the knowledge or experience of the farmers in the area and, through
proper assessment and development, synthesize such with the present stock data.

The Philippine Council for Agriculture and Resources Research and Development shall be the lead
agency to strengthen the existing R and D System in coordination with the Bureau of Agricultural
Research, the Philippine Rice Research Institute and other government research institutions, private
research institutions; state colleges and universities; and the farmers' organizations in the area.

Sec. 29. Demonstration Farms. — Technology verification and piloting shall be conducted by the
farmers' organizations on the farmers' fields under the supervision of the R and D personnel. These
demonstration farms shall showcase technologies that have passed regional adaptability tests.

Emphasis shall be given on the ease of application of the concept/technique, the use of indigenous
technology and materials, resource conservation, the increase in productivity and income of the
farmers and other similar considerations;

Sec. 30. Focus on Research, Training, and Extension. — Research, training, and extension shall focus on
the development and transfer of adaptive technologies that provide solutions to problems
encountered by the small farmers in the areas of production, postharvest and processing, marketing,
enfrepreneurship and management, and community organizing and institutional development.

Sec. 31. Studies on Soil Types and Climatic Conditions. — The Bureau of Soils and Water Management
(BSWM) and other concerned agencies shall conduct studies in the municipalities and provinces in
order to determine the best use of the land, the most profitable cropping mix, and the fertilizers needed
for such areas and crops. The BSWM shall likewise determine the soil management practices suitable
for the areas to ensure the sustainability of farming in these areas.

Sec. 32. Extension Services. — The extension workers of the Department of Agriculture shall serve as
linkages between the small farmers and farmers' organizations. Together, they shall identify on-farm
problems to be referred to the research and development institutions. They shall likewise disseminate
tested location-specific technologies to their farmer clientele. The farmers' organization shall
complement the extension program of the Department of Agriculture for more effective technology
transfer and information dissemination.

Sec. 33. Agro-industrial Linkages. — The Department of Trade and Industry and the Department of
Agriculture shall jointly devise a program that will increase the linkage between agriculture and
industries, especially those in industrial estates, through the promotion of processing industries in order
to develop a sound agri-based industrial development of rural communities.
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