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FAITH Webinar reaps positive 
response among online learners

by Merrian Piquero Soliva, PhD

News

WEBINAR 01 on FAITH Online Trainers are licensed agriculturists from the Agricultural Training 
Institute-Regional Training Center 7 (ATI-7). L-R: Joemelyn Allianic-Sumagang, Training Specialist 
I and High Value Commercial Crop Program Focal Person; Reynadez Lim-Curayag, Agriculturist 
I with Jeffrey O. Awas, Technical Support Staff at the same time Corn Focal Person with Arnel S. 
Navarro, Technical Support and RCEF Staff  

TAGBILARAN CITY - Due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic which 
resulted in the declaration of 

the Enhanced Community Quarantine 
starting March 16, 2020 to April 30, 2020, 
the Agricultural Training Institute-
Regional Training Center 7 based in 
Cabawan District, this city re-aligned its 
extension delivery services to continuously 
serve clients across the region.
 
One of the modalities identified was the 
online learning through a WEBINAR 
on FAITH (Food Always in the Home) 
Gardening.
 
The webinar was done through a closed 
group via the center’s official Facebook 
page and was implemented by a pool 
of staff that acted as administrators and 
resource speakers.
 
Since FAITH is a wide topic, the webinar 
was split into three (3) episodes and 
was aired on May 4, 7 and 21, 2020 
respectively.
 
The first episode catered on the 
lecture-inputs by two (2) of the center’s 
Agriculturists in the person of Joemelyn 
Allianic-Sumagang and Jeffrey O. Awas 
where they talked about the basics of 
FAITH, from steps 1 to 3 and steps 5 to 
10 respectively, while Step 4 was done in 
Episode 2 by another licensed agriculturist, 
Arnel S. Navaro that focused on the 
demonstration of the fertilizer application 
and composting while Episode 3 talks 
about the Cultural Practices in the Garden 
with Joemelyn A. Sumagang and another 
licensed Agriculturist, Reynadez Lim-
Curayag.
 
Nearly 250 participants joined the closed 
group webinar from the different parts of 
the country.
 
The webinar was successfully administered 
through the Information Services Section 

(ISS) of ATI-7 together with the technical 
support from the Career Development and 
Management Services Section (CDMS) 
and the expertise of Technical Staff, 
Ma. Pamela N. Respecia and Network 
Controller, Rhea Kristine Q. Bongcac.

Online participants shared their positive 
thoughts to the webinar and they are 
grateful that ATI-7 initiated this activity 
because they wanted to know about the 

timeline when to start planting new crops 
to ensure continuity of vegetables year-
round. Episode 1 was very helpful with 
that. Episode 2 on basket fertilizers was 
also informative while Episode 3 sum it up.
 
Meanwhile, participants are also hopeful to 
learn about different composting methods 
that are applicable in a small garden/urban 
home settings and they are excited to learn 
more. 
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Grow My Own Food Project Kicks Off
by Doris Isabel J. Racho

Ready-to-plant seedlings are due for distribution to participants to the Grow My Own Food (GMOF) Project. GMOF is one of the example of private-
public partnership and collaboration during the pandemic which kicked off last May 26, 2020 at the Carlos P. Garcia Park, CPG North Avenue, 
Tagbilaran City, Bohol

Tagbilaran City – “I joined Grow 
My Own Food (GMOF) project 
to promote clean and green at 

this time of pandemic, we know that 
most vegetables today are commercially 
produced. I want to help promote clean 
and green, and produce organic vegetables 
in my backyard while on community 
quarantine” said Henry Cantoneros, a 
displaced worker from Maribojoc, Bohol 
during the launching of GMOF on May 26, 
2020 at the Carlos P. Garcia Park, this city.

Grow My Own Food project is a backyard 
garden contest designed for the youth, 
displaced workers and their families, 
aiming to showcase their gardening 
skills and ability to grow their own food 
naturally and sustainably to combat 
against this crisis. 

please turn to Page 12

This collaborative effort is initiated by 
Origin Box, Dalareich, Kapunongan 
sa Bol-anong Organikong Mag-uuma 
(KBOOM), Bohol Association of Hotels, 
Resorts and Restaurants (BAHRR), and 
AGREA in partnership with the Provincial 
Government of Bohol through the Office 
of the Provincial Agriculturist (OPA) and 
the Agricultural Training Institute-VII 
(ATI-7).

Through its Plant Plant Plant Program, 
ATI-VII sponsored the participants 
with assorted seedlings, technoguides 
and vermicast, while the OPA gave away 
assorted seeds as the competitors’ starter 
kits for the contest. 

A total of 50 participants coming from the 
1st District of Bohol participated in the 
event and it ran from May 26 to July 25, 

this year. 

“We are happy to initiate this project 
together with our hardworking partners to 
help our fellow Boholanos in sustainable 
way especially this time of COVID-19 
crisis. Grow My Own Food is one of the 
example of private-public partnership 
and collaboration during this difficult 
time. Through this contest, we can inspire 
more Boholanos to plant more and secure 
their own food at home. We can work 
as one community, one resilient Bohol” 
said Dalareich Polot one of the project 
initiators.

Top 3 winners received cash prizes 
from other sponsors with the amount of 
P5,000.00, P4,000.00 and P3,000.00 for 
the 1st, 2nd and 3rd prizes respectively 
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TAGBILARAN CITY – A ten-day, 30 minutes’ radio program 
dubbed as “Takna sa Agrikultura” aired over station dyTR 
1116 kHz AM, in this city last April 27 to May 8, 2020.

This program is brought to you by the Agricultural Training 
Institute-Regional Training Center 7 (ATI-RTC 7) based in 
Cabawan District, Tagbilaran City with the objective of reaching a 
wide variety of audiences.

ATI-7 purposely ran this radio program with the hope of spreading 

Farmcaster and Information Officer II of ATI-7, Mr. Jun Alguin B. Oliver 
achored the ten-day, 30 minutes’ radio program dubbed as “Takna sa 
Agrikultura” over station dyTR 1116 kHz AM, Tagbilaran City

ATI-7 airs Radio Program on 
Urban Gardening

by merrian piquero soliva, phd

the basics in urban gardening to listeners of all ages and provide 
freebies such as garden tools, seedlings, and other exciting 
prizes that the audience can get especially during this time of 
COVID-19 pandemic.

As the community is still on enhanced quarantine, “Takna sa 
Agrikultura,” radio program is identified as one of the many 
modalities of ATI-7 that their programs and services can be 
delivered to their clientele.

On its launching last April 27, 2020, at 3:00-3:30 P.M., the 
program will be aired until May 8, 2020, which is hosted by ATI-
7's Information Officer and Farmcaster, Jun Alguin Oliver.

For those people who cannot access the frequency of the station, 
they, still can hear it via ATI-7's official Facebook page at ATI in 
Central Visayas since each episode will be live streamed.

Assisting Mr. Oliver during the airing of “Takna sa Agrikultura” is ATI-7's 
Planning and Evaluation Officer I, Mr. Andrew M. Macaambac, who is 
also an organic agriculture advocate
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Takna sa Agrikultura listeners receive 
farm implements

by Jun Alguin B. Oliver

TAGBILARAN CITY – Sixty-eight 
“Takna as Agrikultura” listeners 
received their farm implements 

given by the Agricultural Training 
Institute-Regional Training Center 7 
after finishing the 10-day radio program 
initiated by the center.

The farm implements were given to the 
listeners so that they can perform the 
actual learnings that they have earned 
during the radio program and at the same 
time keep themselves busy especially 
during this time of pandemic, the 
COVID-19.

The 30-minute radio program anchored by 
the center’s farmcaster, Jun Oliver shared 
technical inputs on organic containerized 
gardening. The program aired on April 27 
to May 11, 2020, over dyTR AM 1116 kHz, 
this city.

The listeners composed of clients from all 
walks of life claim their farm implements at the 
centers' training complex in Cabawan District, 
Tagbilaran City
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Island City Mall, Alay Marcela Farms 
collabs with ATI-7

by Doris Isabel J. Racho

Information Education and Communication (IEC) materials on High Value Crops are displayed for free distribution to passerby and shopppers of Island 
City Mall, Tagbilaran City. This effort is made as a collaborative effort between ATI-7 and Alay Marcela Foundation as an extension support during the 
pandemic

Tagbilaran City – it has been known 
that the threat of hunger is as real 
as the threat of COVID-19. The 

Department of Agriculture – Agricultural 
Training Institute (DA-ATI) in Central 
Visayas in collaboration with the Island 
City Mall (ICM) and Alay Marcela 
Foundation (AMF) - the corporate 
social responsibility arm of the Alturas 
Group of Companies (AGC) gave away 
technoguides, vegetables seeds as well as 
farm kits and set up IEC corner at ICM 
ground floor, Dao, this city.

Fourteen (14) assorted vegetable 
technoguides were produced by ATI-7 
while AMF provided 6 varieties of seeds, 
fertilizers and farm tools to affected 
tenants and employees of the AGC and its 
customers. 

The IEC corner at the mall was set up for 
the easy access of technology on vegetable 
production by walk –in clients. 

The pandemic is seen to be long term as 
stated by the World Health Organization, 

thus this mechanism was implemented so 
food availability will be ensured.

ATI-7 and AMF believes that with the 
provision of technoguides and seeds 
support, city dwellers can also grow their 
own food right at their backyard or any 
space available at home. 

Likewise, this inspires affected tenants and 
employees while on enhanced community 

please turn to Page 12



Kaugmaran    [ 8 ]

Cover Story

from the corporate Blog, Side Notes, this article is now under Philippine 
COVID Archive of Filipinas Heritage Library, as an entry to "A Journal of 
the Plaque Year." A CURATORIAL COLLABORATIVE INITIATED BY 
Arizona State University School of Historical, Philosophical and Religious 
Studies [https://covid-19archive.org/s/Philippines/item/23970]

by merrian piquero soliva, phd 

embracing new normal  
on extension delivery



Kaugmaran    [ 9 ]

Cover Story

As I write this blog, I am already at my office desk. 
The work-from-home scheme was already up since 
our province is no longer on enhanced community 

quarantine; rather, it’s on general beginning May 1 to 31, 
2020 where agriculture, fisheries, and forestry sectors may 
resume full operations.
 
However, being in general community quarantine means 
that the movement of people is largely limited to “accessing 
necessities and work” while uniformed personnel and 
quarantine officers are present at border checkpoints.
 
With this, our planned activities from the last week of March 
until now are affected, thus, strategies were generated to run 
our extension and delivery services to our clientele in the 
region, particularly in Central Visayas.
 
Same with ATI’s Network of regional training centers, 
we share similar challenges in the implementation of our 
programs, thus, the only solution that we found fitting is to 
maximize the use of social media.
 
Social Media is defined by lifewire dot com as web-based 
communication tools that enable people to interact with 
each other by sharing and consuming information.
 
Of course, for techie-inclined persons like that of the 
millennials or from generation y, this social media platform 
is as easy as peeling a banana, but for generation x like me, 
probably, it’s a struggle or shall I say, some sort of a challenge 
so to speak.
 
When I think of this scenario, I can remember Obing, of 
ATI-10 and Hazel, of ATI-8, retorted my claim once that 
“I feel like I am ancient,” especially if I don’t have any first-
hand idea on new trends presented when we have gatherings 
summon by the Information Services Division headed by 
Ms. Niet Arceo.
 
Here, generation x and y are easily classified because we are 
like magnets in terms of informal groupings.
 
But what makes these two generations unique once convened 
in one work area is that the chemistry is understood that 
generated positive outcomes.
 
This blog is sincerely dedicated to both generations for 
making our Webinars and Social Media Cards on tips and 
technology guides plus other exciting online trivia and 
contests that generated a variety of positive comments and 

lauded by online learners and advocates as the best medium 
to reach them out.
 
These activities give me so many lessons in life that I can sum 
up into three important points: One, despite the pandemic, 
information Technology Bridges the gap and people are now 
embracing the new normal they are ready to implement what 
they have learned.
 
Two, both generations are a perfect mix because they played 

On-remote planning with these millenials, Ma. Pamela N. Respecia, 
Technical Support Staff (upper right) and Rhea Kristene Q. Bongcac, 
Network Controller (below)
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L-R: Ma. Pamela N. Respecia, Technical Support Staff; Joemelyn Allianic-Sumagang, Training Specialist I together with Rhea Kristene Q. Bongcac, 
Network Controller and Licensed Agriculturist/Technical Support Staff, Jeffrey O. Awas during the brainstorming of the upcoming WEBINAR 01 on 
FAITH (Food Always in the Home) at the Information Services Section (ISS) Office of ATI-7

a great role in materializing the concept of reaching a wide 
variety of learners in the comforts of their home. Generation 
x is responsible for the content while generation y provides 
the aesthetic side that makes the output response the signs 
of time. Third, the openness of one’s heart and mind to 
embrace and accept good practices from both generations 
plus the positive responses of the virtual participants that 
despite this crisis our extension delivery services are up 
and running and even to touch lives.

To my ATI Family across the network, my grand salute to 
all of us whom we never ceased to innovate just to put our 
clients’ needs, as one of our top priorities. Our prayers that 
this crossroads will be akin to world healing.

Social Media is a web-based 
communication tool that 
enable people to interact 

with each other by sharing 
and consuming information

 
~livewire dot com~
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Central Visayas – COVID-19 has brought so 
much adversity - not just lives and economy but 
livelihood as well. Threat in food supply is foreseen 

as community quarantines and blockages in transport 
routes (especially that Region VII is composed of island 
provinces) restrict people’s access to sufficient, diverse and 
nutritious sources of food unless measures are taken fast.

FITS Centers in Region 7 bridges 
information dissemination

by Doris Isabel J. Racho 

FITS Center of the Local Government Unit of Baclayon, Bohol receives assorted IEC materials from ATI-7 to supplement demands from client on 
production technology guides that could assist their gardening need during this time of pandemic

Seeing this and with the declaration of the enhanced 
community quarantine per province, the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI) – Regional Training Center 
VII promotes the services of the Farmers Information 
Technology Services (FITS) centers in the region. FITS 
centers serve as a one-stop shop that provides fast access to 
agricultural information and farming technologies.

please turn to Page 13
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Up for grab IEC materials prepared by the Information Services Section 
(ISS) of ATI-7 as support to the PLANT PLANT PLANT program of the 
Department of Agriculture to fight against the pandemic

Grow my own...
from Page 4

Island City Mall, Alay... 
from Page 7

alongside with seeds, farm inputs, and farm business advisory 
services. 

Meanwhile, Gov. Art Yap in his message: “In this time of the 
COVID pandemic, Bohol must be ready, not only to protect 
itself from disease, but must sustain living among us. People 
are hungry and without jobs. 

A return to basics such as food production will ensure food 
security and basic income. At the very least, healthy living, 
exercise and nutritious food will be needed to strengthen our 
bodies to fight this virus. Join us in this program. It is our 
responsibility to make sure that no one goes hungry in Bohol 
today”. 

quarantine. Further, the IEC corner also provides information 
on the accessibility of free e-learning courses offered by the ATI.
The ongoing IEC corner display started on March 27, 2020 and 
over 7,000 technoguide copies were distributed while more than 
400 recipients availed of the seeds and farm kits from AMF.

If you have a garden 
and a library, you have 

everything you need. 
“

” ~Marcus Tullius Cicero~
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FITS Centers...

from Page 11

Joel Diccion of Calatrava Eco Farm receives his LSA Accreditation 
Certificate from ATI-7 Center Director, Dr. Carolyn May O. Daquio. In 
photos is (L-R) Dr. Gracia F. Arado, Training Superintendent I and PASS 
Chief, Lydia B. Borbano

In region 7 there are a total of 85 active FITS centers 
usually located where the City/Municipal and 
Provincial Agriculture Office (CAO/MAO/PAO) are.

Every FITS center was provided by ATI with necessary 
Information Communication Technology (ICT) 
equipment, as well as vegetables, crops and livestock 
technology production guides to give farmers and 
agriculture enthusiasts’ easy access to information and 
technologies in farming.

In response to the COVID-19 crisis, these FITS Centers 
and MAOs/CAOs also provided seeds/seedlings to 
clients so food will be available at their homes and 
somehow help combat possible threat of hunger and be 
productive while on community quarantine.

As this developed, the City Government of Tagbilaran 
in collaboration with ATI-7 and Bohol Agriculture 
Promotion Center under the Department of 
Agriculture-7 distributed assorted vegetable seeds and 
information materials to the women’s organization in 
the 15 barangays of the city. The partnership aims to 
promote urban gardening to mitigate the damaging 
effects of the COVID-19 outbreak.

FITS Center under LGU-Sagbayan, Bohol receives a variety of IEC 
materials on technology production guide for client distribution in 
support to their need in gardening during this COVID-19

18 Central Visayas’ Learning 
Sites accredited in 

first semester
by merrian piquero soliva, phd

TAGBILARAN CITY – The Agricultural Training 
Institute-Regional Training Center (ATI-7) based in 
Cabawan District, this city has a total of 18 Learning 

Sites approved in the region for the first semester (January-
June) 2020.

Partnership and Accreditation Services Section (PASS) 
Chief, Lydia B. Borbano disclosed that 12 of these 
accredited learnings sites for agriculture (LSA) are from 
the province of Bohol namely: Mayor Lucas Asotigue 
Permaculture Learning Farm (Diversified Farm) of Triple 
Union, Catigbian, Bohol with Maria Luisa A. Ramirez 
as the Learning Site Cooperator; Labonite Family Farm 
of San Isidro, Pilar, Bohol with Jose G. Labonite; Ubay 
Stock Farm(Integrated Diversfied Farm) of Purok 3, 
Lomangog, Ubay, Bohol with Joaquin P. Polistico; Jolit’s 
Farm (Integrated-Diversified Farm) of Purok 1, Sitio Papan, 
Cambacay, Batuan, Bohol with Jomer M. Balag; Oikos Peace 
and Wellness Garden(Integrated-Diversified Farm) of  Sitio 
Lagiwliw, Zamora, Bilar, Bohol with Jose T. Travero; Dagon 
sa Hohoyoy “Dagohoy” Farm of Babag, Dagohoy, Bohol 
with Marilou Meneses; Toting Farm of Causlan, Lagtangan, 
Sevilla, Bohol with Teopisto V. Cabagnot Jr.; Teofil’s  Garden 

please turn to Page 14
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ATI-7 Plantliners
highlights

Retired Colonel Teopisto V. Cabagnot Jr. of Toting Farms located at 
Causlan, Lagtangan, Sevilla, Bohol receive his LSA Certificate of 
Accreditation with his wife Thelma. Present during the awarding is 
ATI-7 Accountant, Carmelita B. Castillo with PASS Staff, Agriculturist 
II, Engr. Rizaldy C. Mercadal and Center Director, Dr. Carolyn May O. 
Daquio

18 Central Visayas’... 
from Page 13

(Integrated-Diversified Farm) of Purok 7, Gabi, Ubay, 
Bohol with Victor M. Castro; Vicamo Farm (Integrated-
Diversified Farm) of Apolong, Valencia, Bohol with 
Florante J. Vicuña; Balloca’s Family Farm of Bulilis, Ubay, 
Bohol with Rodelio C. Balloca; Calatrava Eco Farm of 
Calatrava, Carmen, Bohol with Joel R. Diccion and Jed 
Rocel Farm (Integrated Diversified Farm) of Purok 2, 
Anislag, Corella, Bohol with Rogaciano P. Torrejano. 

While three (3) from Negros Oriental, namely: Canlaon 
Potatoes and Flower Co. of Pula, Canlaon City, 
Negros Oriental with Victoria E. Demonteverde as LS 
Cooperator; The Good Farm (Integrated-Diversified 
Farm) of Dahlia, Malaiba, Canlaon, City with Ted Tyrone 
T. Matas, Jr. and CAGRI Complex- Learning Farm (Rice-
based Farm) of  CAGRI Complex, Villareal, Bayawan 
City, Negros Oriental with City Agriculture Office- LGU 
Bayawan and another three (3) from the province of 
Siquijor, namely:  Little Flower Garden (Diversified Farm) 
of Camagao, Enrique Villanueva, Siquijor with Belinda 
B. Inao as LS Cooperator; Salim’s Farm (Integrated-
Diversified Farm) of Cantugbas, Maria, Siquijor with 
Fernando N. Salim and Anastacia & Anastacia Farm  
(Diversified Farm) of Campalanas, Lazi, Siquijor with 
Gloria Daval respectively.

These Learning Sites for Agriculture (LSA) will serve as 
venue for knowledge sharing opportunities for farmers 
and would-be farmers and at the same time will function 
as demonstration areas for the Institute's agricultural 
training and extension programs.
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during the COVID-19 pandemic, the ATI-7 personnel made their share to combat against it by 
supporting the PLANT PLANT PLANT program of the Department of Agriculture, thus, the 
#plantliners is born. here, the official publication, initially features nine (9) staff sharing their 
small gardens and spaces transformed into a productive one 




