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by doris isabel j. racho

TAGBILARAN CITY - Bohol has 
launched its month-long 
celebration of National Rice 

Awareness Month (NRAM) with a 
grand kickoff event held at the 
National Food Authority (NFA) 7 
office on November 5, 2024 in this 
city. This event dubbed as “Be 
RICEposible” was spearheaded by 
ATI Central Visayas in collaboration 
with the Department of Agriculture-
Regional Field Office 7 (DA-RFO 7), 
DA-National Food Authority (NFA) 
7, and the Provincial Government 
of Bohol-Office of the Provincial 
Agriculture Office (PGBh-OPA).

The NRAM celebration aligns with 
Presidential Proclamation No. 524, 
which designates November as 
a month to promote awareness 
of rice, combat poverty and 
malnutrition, and support efforts 
for rice self-sufficiency. Various 
government and local agencies 
joined the opening ceremony to 
emphasize the importance of rice 
in Filipino culture and agriculture.

Key agencies in attendance 

Bohol Launches Month-Long Celebration of 
National Rice Awareness Month 2024

included the DA-Philippine Rice 
Research Institute (PhilRice), DA-
Agricultural Credit Policy Council 
(ACPC) 7, DA-Philippine Crops 
Insurance Corp. (DA-PCIC), DA-
Philippine Coconut Authority (DA-
PCA), Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources-7 (DENR7), 
Technical Education and Skills 
Development Authority (TESDA), 
along with representatives from 
Local Government Unit Agriculture 
Offices and local farmers.

Throughout November, a series 
of events engaged Boholanos 
in rice-related activities and 
advocacy, including: National Rice 
Information Caravan - Carmen, 
Bohol on November 7, 2024; NRAM 
Feeding Program and Student 
Symposium - Buenavista, Bohol on 
November 12, 2024; NRAM Fun Run 
- CPG Park/Bohol Wisdom School, 
November 23, 2024; Information 
Caravan and Farmer's Big Day - 
Pilar, Bohol on November 28, 2024.

NRAM aims to inspire sustainable 
practices in rice consumption, 
encourage public support for 

local farmers, and enhance food 
security efforts in the Philippines. 
Through community participation 
and awareness campaigns, 
Bohol’s agricultural sector reaffirms 
its commitment to achieving these 
vital national objectives.

The launching featured 
presentation on the NRAM 
Celebration; Bohol Rice Situationer; 
and informative topics like “NRAM 
Half Cup” and “Rice and Your 
Health.” The event also included 
engaging activities such as Rice 
Rumble: The Rice Trivia Challenge; 
On the Spot Drawing Contest; and 
inspiring presentation of Success 
Stories of Rice Farmers. 

“I found the NRAM Launching 
to be very informative and eye-
opening event. I learned a lot 
about the importance of rice in 
Filipino Culture and the challenges 
that rice farmers face. I believe 
that it is important to support our 
local farmers and to buy local 
rice.” – Cherry Rose Mahinay, one 
of the students present during the 
launching. 
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In a bid to enhance 
the capabilities of its 
training management 

staff, forty personnel from 
the Agricultural Training 
Institute (ATI) in Central 
Visayas participated in a 
comprehensive three-day 
Training on Management 
Skills Enhancement Course 
(TMSEC). The workshop, held 
on November 19-21, 2024 
at Alta Bohol in Baclayon, 
Bohol, focused on equipping 
staff with the development-
oriented perspectives and 
functional skills necessary 
for effective training 
and activities aimed at 
advancing agricultural and 
rural development. 
 
Throughout the course, 
participants gained 
practical knowledge on 
topics such as the Code 
of Ethics for Government 

REGULAR activities
by shanemie carelle d. pradera

Employees, the principles 
of Adult Learning, and the 
fundamentals of agricultural 
extension management. 
They were also guided 
on the pre-during-and-
post training preparations 
essential to the success of 
agricultural initiatives. 
 
The culmination of the 
training was the creation 
of actionable re-entry 
plans, designed to translate 
learning into tangible 
improvements in their 
respective roles. The event 
was led by Ms. Quennie Lou 
B. Vistal, Human Resource 
Officer Designate and Admin 
Aide VI, who also served 
as the Project Officer and 
Resource Person. 
 
The training sessions 
were facilitated by a 
distinguished team of 

trainers, including ATI-7 
Center Director Dr. Gracia F. 
Arado, OIC-Training Center 
Superintendent I and CDMS 
Chief Ms. Ma. Gracia S. 
Pungay, M&E Officer Ms. 
Lhea Glory Mae B. Araña, 
Technical Support Staff 
Ms. May Joy P. Luzon, and 
Information Services Chief Dr. 
Merrian Piquero Soliva. 

Additionally, Ms. Zerah 
Eliez C. Sanchez of the Civil 
Service Commission (CSC)-
Bohol discussed the Code 
of Ethics for Government 
Employees, further 
enhancing the learning 
experience. 
 
This initiative underscores ATI 
Central Visayas' commitment 
to continuously developing 
its staff to better serve the 
agricultural sector and drive 
rural progress. 

40 ATI Central Visayas Personnel Enhance Management Skills in Three-Day Training



Oct - Dec. 2024
kaugmaran 5    

BOHOL. The Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) in collaboration with 
the Bureau of Animal Industry (BAI) and 

the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) is conducting the training 
entitled "Harmonizing the Capability of Good 
Animal Husbandry Practices (GAHP) Inspectors: 
A training on the Philippine National Standard 
(PNS) of GAHP, Animal Health Priority Diseases, 
and Emergency Response" at the Bellevue 
Resort located at Brgy. Doljo, Panglao, Bohol on 
October 15-18, 2024.

Dr. Merrian Piquero-Soliva, Information Officer III 
of the Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) in Central 
Visayas, represented Dr. Gracia F. Arado during 
the opening program of the said activity.

Also present during the opening program is 
Dr. Carl Leonard M. Pradera, Assistant City 
Veterinarian from the City Agriculture and 
Veterinary Office (CAVO) of Tagbilaran City, 
Bohol.

As part of the four-day activity, the participants 
had their hands-on demonstration at Egay's Farm 
located at Brgy. Bingag, Dauis, Bohol, one of ATI 
in Central Visayas' Learning Site for Agriculture 
(LSA). 

A total of 75 participants composed of 
veterinarians and para veterinary worker from 
across the country were present during the 
activity.

FAO, BAI, and USAID Lead GAHP Training 
in Bohol for Animal Health Experts

CEBU. ATI in CentralVisayas 
spearheaded by its Center Director, 

Dr. Gracia Fementira Arado participated 
the Charting Directions towards Results-
based Interventions: Technical Review 
and Planning Workshop for Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2026 Plans and Budget Proposals 
for Visayas and Mindanao Clusters on 
October 1-4, 2024 at Golden Prince Hotel 
and Suites, Cebu City.

Completing the team from the center is 
Planning Officer, Ms. Merigine C. Otara; 
Partnership and Accreditation Service 
(PAS) OIC-Chief, Engr. Rizaldy Mercadal 
and Contract of Service-Admin Support 
Staff under Budget, Ms. Corazon J. 
Curayag. 

A virtual meeting was also conducted 
among center FOCALS together with 
key officials of the ATI-Central Office to 
discuss matters relative to the refinement 
of the proposals presented.

ATI Central Visayas Leads FY 2026 
Planning Workshop in Cebu
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2nd AFRREDN Hosted

CEBU – A total of seventy-two (72)  
development partners from the 
Department of Agriculture (DA) 

family; non-DA government agencies, 
academes, learning sites for agriculture 
operators, and the regional agriculture 
and fisheries council representatives 
participated the Agriculture and 
Fisheries Resources, Research and 
Extension for Development Network 
(AFRREDN) Central Visayas Technology 
& Investment Forum with the theme: 
“Innovate, Sustain, Empower: Agri-
Fisheries for Inclusive Growth” on 
November 26, 2024 at a Hotel in 
Mandaue City in this province.

AFRREDN a joint initiative with the DA 
and DA- Agricultural Training Institute 
intends to serve as a major partnership 
mechanism for stakeholders in 
Agriculture and Fisheries research for 
development and extension (R4DE). By 
fostering strong collaboration among its 
members, the network aims to ensure 
to effective delivery of interventions, 
quality programs, services, and relevant 
policies.

Aligned with AFRREDN's objectives, 
the Technology and Investment Forum 
sought to bridge research and practical 
applications in agriculture. The event 
aimed to enhance the accessibility of 
research findings, paving the way for 
technology commercialization. This 
initiative aspires to improve knowledge 
dissemination, empower individuals and 
communities, and foster inclusive growth 
within the agri-fishery sector.

 The event featured technical paper 
presentation, poster and products 
exhibits. Among the highlights were:
1.	 “Challenges of Agri-aqua 

Technology Business Incubation 

in Central Visayas” by Dr. Adrian 
Ybanez of Cebu Technological 
University (CTU) Cebu City Campus, 
Cebu;

2.	 “Innovative Use of Banana Bract 
Waste for Sustainable Paper” by Dr. 
Angeline B. Elegio of Bohol Island 
State University (BISU), Tagbilaran 
City Campus, Bohol;

3.	 “From Farm to Market Co-creating 
the Cinnamon Industry in Cebu, 
Philippines” by Dr. Jay Picardal of 
Cebu Normal University (CNU);

4.	  “Toxicity of Selected Acaricides 
to Cassava Red Spider Mite 
Tetranychus kansawai Kishida 
(Acari: Tetranychidae) and its 
Phytoseiid Predator Amblyseius 
longispinosus Evans (Acari: 
Phytoseiidae)” by Jerzon Villacencio 
of Philippine Science High School, 
Argao, Cebu;

5.	 “Development of Early Warning 
System and Database Management 
of Corn Arthropod Pest and Diseases 
in Central Visayas” by Michelle 
Merin of DA-7 RCPC; and

6.	 “Optimization of Red Tilapia under 
Elevated Salinity Condition” by 
Warren Alacida of Bureau of 
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources 
(BFAR) 7 based in Bohol.

7.	 In addition to the presentations, 
cooperatives such as Lamac 
Multipurpose Cooperative, First 
Consolidated Cooperative along 
Tanon Seaboards (FCCT), and 
Pestales Agriculture Cooperative 
showcased their products.

The forum also featured an open 
discussion, providing participants 
with an opportunity to share insights, 
raise concerns, and explore potential 
collaborations for advancing agriculture 
and fisheries in Central Visayas. It is 

being initiated by DA- Regional Field 
Unit VII (DA-RFU 7) in collaboration with 
the DA-Agricultural Training Institute-VII 
(ATI-7).

Among the regional agencies 
present were from Bureau of Fisheries 
and Aquatic Resources (BFAR), 
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA); 
National Irrigation Administration 
(NIA); Department of Science and 
Technology (DOST); National Economic 
and Development Authority (NEDA); 
National Meat Inspection Service (NMIS); 
Philippine Fiber Industry Development 
Authority (PhilFIDA); Technical Education 
and Skills Development Authority 
(TESDA); and Philippine Carabao Center 
(PCC).

Representing the academe were CTU 
Cebu City, BISU Tagbilaran City, CNU 
Cebu City; and Philippine Science High 
School, Argao.

Other stakeholders included 
representatives from the Cebu City 
Veterinary Office, the Office of the 
Provincial Agriculturist - Negros Oriental, 
and farmers' cooperatives and 
associations (FCAs) and Learning Site for 
Agriculture operators.

“The event was a nice venue for 
new technologies and researches to 
be introduced to us.” – said Rayan 
Cabanero of  BUFGAFA, Balamban.

“This 2nd AFRREDN technology and 
investment forum is very timely and 
relevant to the agriculture and fisheries 
sector including local manufacturers 
and processors to be more productive. 
“ – Jesson Tamundoc of Lamac MPC, 
Tuburan.

by doris isabel j. racho
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MAO Summit Convenes 200 Agri Officers in Cebu

CEBU. The first-ever Municipal 
Agri-Leader Summit convened 
nearly 200 agriculture 

officers composed of Provincial 
Agriculturists and Veterinarians, City 
and Municipal Agriculturists and 
Municipal Agricultural Officers from 
the four (4) island-provinces of Central 
Visayas and member agencies of the 
Department of Agriculture- Regional 
Management Council-7 (DA-RMC7) 
attended the event held at Eizabeth 
Hotel in Cebu City on November 21-
22, 2024

ATI-Central Visayas Center Director, 
Dr. Gracia F. Arado, welcomed the 
participants with great enthusiasm for 
the well-attended activity. Dr. Arado 
expressed her gratitude to all the 
Local Government Units for allowing 
them to be part of this summit, the first 
in the region which manifested strong 
coordination and convergence of 
agri-officers from Bohol, Cebu, Negros 
Oriental and Siquijor.

The summit was well-attended 
by line agencies and bureaus of 

the Department of Agriculture as well as partner 
agencies in Training and Extension Services.

Also present in the event was Mr. Michael Sollera, 
the OIC-Director of the Planning, Monitoring and 
Evaluation Division of DA-Central Office who 
discussed the strategies of the 4-year plan of the 
agency. 

Meanwhile, Regional Executive Director, Angel 
C. Enriquez, delivered the message of Agriculture 
Secretary Francisco P. Tiu Laurel, Jr., commending 
the region, as he addressed the dedicated 
professionals in the agri sectors.

Highlighting the activity is the panel discussion 
among private sectors particularly on the fishery and 
livestock commodity.

Also, the workshop in the identification of gains and 
pains as well as the alternatives for considerations 
(solutions) in the implementation of their Plans, 
Programs and Activities (PPAs) was facilitated by Dr. 
Merrian Piquero Soliva, Chief, Information Services of 
ATI Central Visayas. 

Ms. Merigine C. Otara, Planning Officer II of ATI-7 
facilitated the flow of the activity with the full support 
of DA-RFO 7 personnel.
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CEBU. In an effort to empower Filipino 
farmers through digital innovation, 
PLDT Inc. and Smart Communications, 

Inc. (Smart), in collaboration with the 
Department of Agriculture-Agricultural 
Training Institute Region 7 (ATI-Central 
Visayas),  gave a FarmTech training kit to 
the Eden Rocks Taguini Farmers Association 
(ERTFA), Brgy. Caurasan, Carmen, Cebu on 
November 15, 2024.

Ten cellphones, a tablet, a SmartBro 
pocket Wi-Fi with Smart prepaid load 
cards, an outdoor projector and screen, a 
rechargeable portable sound system, apps, 
and educational resources are all included in 
the extensive Farm Tech package. 

ERTFA is the third recipient of this set of 
equipment in the province of Cebu. 

Digital Farmers Program Reaches Carmen, Cebu
This Farm Tech deployment is courtesy of 
PLDT-SMART. Representing, Visayas Relations 
Head, Ms. Marylou Gocotano during the 
handover is Ms. Public Affairs Officer, Janille 
Rose C. Gultiano.

ERTFA President Amerlita Cole expressed 
her gratitude during the turnover ceremony: 
"Dako jud kaayo ni og tabang ka namo 
mga maguuma sa Carmen, daghan 
kaayong salamat sa PLDT-Smart, DA-ATI, 
LGU-Carmen, and OPA-Cebu for choosing 
us as the recipient of this technology."

This program, which is a component of 
PLDT and Smart's acclaimed Digital Farmers 
Program (DFP), helps the Philippines move 
closer to UN Sustainable Development 
Goals #8 (Decent Work and Economic 
Growth) and #1 (No Poverty). 

REGULAR activities
by shanemie carelle d. pradera



BOHOL. The ATI in Central Visayas concluded the three-day Regional Consultation for the 
Development of Extension and Training Roadmap for Ubi at Bohol Farm, Dauis, Bohol on 
October 22-24, 2024.

The activity was well-participated by 28 individuals representing the multi-stakeholder partners 
from the Provincial and Local Government Units of Bohol; Department of Agriculture-Regional Field 
Office-7; Bohol Experiment Station; Bohol Ubi Growers Association (BUGA); ALPACOCODABASITA 
which stands for Ubi Towns of Bohol - Alburquerque, Panglao, Corella, Cortes, Dauis, Baclayon, 
Sikatuna and Tagbilaran City); Purple Women and Bohol Island State University, Bilar, Bohol Campus, 
and Provincial Tourism Office.

This workshop aims to enable industry stakeholders to develop knowledge and skills in the crafting of 
an extension roadmap for Ubi the industry.

Among the agreements generated from the three-day activity include: 1) Consolidated Outputs 
from the consultation will be presented during the Strategic Planning of the Province of Bohol; 2) 
Development of Commodity Roadmap for Ubi which will be led by the Provincial Government of 
Bohol; 3) Institutionalization of the Code of Ubi Implementing Rules and Regulations; and 4) ATI will 
facilitate in the packaging of developed AFE Roadmaps for utilization to respective stakeholders.

The following ATI-7 Personnel who composed the Regional Technical Working Group (TWG) also 
acted as resource speakers and facilitators spearheaded by its OIC-Assistant Training Center 
Superintendent I and at the same time, the Chief of the Career Development and Management 
Section (CDMS), Ms. Ma. Gracia S. Pungay; Planning Officer, Ms. Merigine C. Otara; Training 
Specialist II, Ms. Joemelyn A. Sumagang; and Information Officer III, Dr. Merrian Piquero Soliva.

ATI Central Visayas Wraps Up Ubi Extension 
Roadmap Consultation in Bohol
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Greener Pastures: Greener Pastures: 
How Kyle Torreon is Cultivating a Sustainable Future How Kyle Torreon is Cultivating a Sustainable Future 
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storystory

How Kyle Torreon is Cultivating a Sustainable Future How Kyle Torreon is Cultivating a Sustainable Future 

Most people are familiar with the saying, "The grass is greener on 
the other side." But Kyle B. Torreon, a 25-year-old farmer from Ubay, 
Bohol, wants to challenge that notion. For him, the grass is indeed 
greener where you water it—and he has been proving that every day 
through his passion for agriculture.  Kyle shares, his eyes alight with 
excitement as he talks about his work.

COVERCOVER
by: shanemie carelle d. praderaby: shanemie carelle d. pradera
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A graduate of the Young 
Internship Program in 
Organic Agriculture 
(YIPOA), Batch 1 (2023-
2024), Torreon’s journey 
into agriculture began 
long before he could 
read or write. Growing up 
surrounded by farmland, 
he developed a deep 
connection to the land that 
nurtured him. But it was not 
until his internship in YIPOA 
that he fully grasped the 
potential of organic farming 
to transform not only his life 
but his community.

Through YIPOA, Torreon 
gained hands-on 
experience in essential 
agricultural practices, 
such as Takakura compost 
making, producing 
microbial inoculants, 
organic vegetable farming, 
livestock management, 
and silage production. "The 
program opened my eyes 
to the idea that being a 
conventional farmer is no 
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longer enough," Torreon 
explains. "We must embrace 
sustainable and safe 
technologies to improve the 
quality of our lives and the 
environment."

With the knowledge and 
resources gained from 
YIPOA, Torreon took the 
bold step of launching his 
Dairy Buffalo Production 
venture. Thanks to a YIPOA 
grant of 150,000 pesos, 
he was able to invest in 
the farm’s infrastructure. 
When his mother witnessed 
the remarkable success 
of his business and saw 
the growing profits, she 
decided to entrust him with 
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the management of their farm, paving the way for the 
expansion of their family enterprise.

"Running a farm is not just about resources—it's about 
dedicating time, energy, and unwavering commitment," 
Torreon emphasizes. "In this business, you have to be 
prepared for setbacks and losses. If you're not, you’ll lose 
heart."

Indeed, Torreon’s journey has not been without its 
challenges. But through YIPOA, he has not only gained 
valuable skills and confidence, but also expanded his 
network. His recent success in securing a multi-million-
peso Napier cuttings contract with First Consolidated 
Cooperative along the Tañon Sea Boards (FCCT) in Cebu 
province serves as a testament to the doors YIPOA has 
opened for him.
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Today, Torreon is not just a successful farmer—he is a 
job creator. He now provides employment to local 
farmers and neighboring community members, all while 
advocating for organic farming principles. His success 
story is a beacon of hope for the agricultural sector, 
showing that young minds with a passion for sustainability 
can lead the way.

In an era where digitalization is rapidly transforming 
industries, Torreon’s commitment to sustainable 
agriculture, paired with his willingness to embrace 
new technologies, exemplifies the bright future that 
young farmers can build for the sector. With his love for 
agriculture and his determination to push boundaries, Kyle 
Torreon is a shining example that the next generation of 
farmers is more than ready to take the reins.
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Thirty-five (35) potential dairy 
producers concluded a 3-month 
long Farmer’s Field School (FFS) 

on Forage and Pasture Establishment 
and Management on November 18, 
2024, at Barangay Zamora, Talibon this 
province.

On June 19-21, this year, the 
Agricultural Training Institute—VII (ATI-7) 
conducted a three-day training on 
Forage and Pasture Establishment and 
Management at a Hotel in Jagna, 
Bohol.

Twenty-five (25) livestock coordinators 
and farmers across the region 
participated in the event, including 
Mr. Jodelle Estillore from the Municipal 
Agriculture Office (MAO) Talibon who 
spearheaded the FFS as part of his 
re-entry plan. Instead of just 3 days 
of training, he made it into a season-
long, thus making it the first FFS for the 
livestock category in the province.

The FFS on Forage and Pasture 
Establishment and Management, 
which started in August this year, 
aims for the participants to gain skills 

LIVESTOCK PROGRAMactivities
by doris isabel j. racho

Empowering Dairy Farmers: First FFS on Forage and 
Pasture Management in Bohol

to establish and manage sustainable 
forage production areas, including 
communal plots for a steady supply of 
planting materials. Participants will also 
learn year-round forage and pasture 
management, assess forage quality, 
and practice proper planting and 
propagation techniques. The training 
also featured hands-on activities such 
as silage production, creating urea 
molasses-based feed supplements, 
and producing organic fertilizer using 
the Takakura method for forage and 
other crops. 

Aside from the topics discussed, 
activities, and field monitoring, a 
capability building on Farm Record 
Keeping, and Cost and Return Analysis 
was conducted to enhance the 
participants’ skills in managing farm 
operations effectively and optimizing 
profitability. All are geared towards an 
increase in production and income 
among participants.

Gracing the Field Day and Graduation 
were Municipal Councilor Noemi 
Valmoria, Dr. Maria Dinah Loculan – 
Center Director of Philippine Carabao 

Center – VII (PCC-7) with Senior 
Agriculturist Gaudioso Calibugan who 
served as Resource Speaker of the 
season-long training, and Doris Isabel 
Racho, DM of ATI-7 who represented its 
Center Director and Project Officer of 
the initial training held in Jagna. 

In her message, Dr. Loculan 
encouraged all participants to 
apply their newfound knowledge to 
improve production. Meanwhile, ATI-7 
Center Director Gracia F. Arado, PhD 
extended her congratulations through 
a Certificate of Appreciation awarded 
to MAO Talibon in recognition of their 
efforts to cascade the knowledge 
and skills gained from ATI-7 training 
into tangible action which serves as 
an inspiring model for sustainable 
agricultural practices.

“Daghang salamat aning FFS kay 
daghan kayo mi nakat-unan. Karon pa 
mi nakahibaw nga mao diay niwang 
among kabaw kay kulang sa proteins.  
Karon nakamao nami unsaon pag 
gama ug UMB (Urea, Molasses Block) 
making ug Takakura fertilizer nga 
among magamit” – said Mrs Madelyn 
Polistico one of the graduates. 
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Regional Kabataang OA Quiz Bee Sparks Excitement 
at Bohol’s Organic Agriculture Festival

The Agricultural Training 
Institute in Central Visayas 
conducted the Regional 

Kabataang OA Quiz Bee on 
October 25, 2024, at Bohol 
Island State University (BISU) – 
Bilar Campus, Zamora, Bilar, 
Bohol. 
 
This activity was held as part 
of the Organic Agriculture 
Festival, organized by the 
Bohol Provincial Agriculture 
Office. 
 
The event was held in 
collaboration with DA-RFO, 
OPA Bohol, and BISU Bilar 
Campus, which served as the 
host for the festival. 

Three schools participated in the 
competition: Bohol Island State 
University (BISU) Bilar Campus, which 
earned third place with contestant 
Tresha Nadine Q. Pilayre and 
coach James Victor R. Aradilla; 
Cebu Technological University 
(CTU) Tuburan Campus, which 
placed second, represented by 
contestant Mark Dave C. Nengasca 
and coach Jerwin S. Zanoria; and 
Foundation University, the champion, 
represented by contestant Claire 
Penedes and coach Johanne Dael. 
 
The regional winner advanced to 
compete in the national quiz bee 
during Organic Agriculture Month in 
November.

ORGANIC AGRICULTURE PROGRAM activities
by shanemie carelle d. pradera
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BOHOL. The Bohol Participatory 
Guarantee System Association 
(BPGSA), accredited by the Bureau of 

Agriculture and Fisheries Standards (BAFS) 
to certify local organic farmers, held a 
meeting on October 18, 2024. 

The objective of the meeting was to 
address and resolve any remaining non-
compliances in preparation for the BAFS 
annual surveillance audit scheduled for 
November 11-14, 2024. 

The meeting also aimed to further 
encourage Boholanos to support products 
from local organic farmers.

Organic certification through BPGSA opens 
new markets for local farmers, allowing 
them to sell their produce at premium 
prices. This increases their income potential 
and improves their livelihoods, especially in 
rural areas.

Moreover, as organic farming becomes 
more recognized, Bohol can be seen as a 
destination for agro-tourism, where tourists 
can learn about organic farming practices 
and purchase fresh, local organic 
products.

Present were the key committees along 
with core group members along with DA 
line agencies' representatives. 

The meeting was held at the JJs dimsum 
express facing Dao integrated bus terminal 
in Tagbilaran City.

BPGSA Holds Key Meeting to Strengthen 
Organic Farming in Bohol

In celebration of National Organic Agriculture 
Month, the Agricultural Training Institute 
Regional Training Center 7 (ATI RTC 7) extends its 

congratulations to the City of Naga for achieving 
a significant milestone in organic farming. The 
core group of farmer-members from the Organic 
Agriculture Practitioners Association (OAPA) has 
successfully earned their Participatory Organic 
Certificate on November 25, 2024. 

Five farmers from Naga City have been certified 
as organic practitioners, marking a major 
achievement in the local organic farming 
community. The certified farmers are:

- Dolores C. Mendoza  
- Cecilia B. Amores  
- Lilibeth B. Canillo  
- Jeheil M. Bariquit  
- Mercy S. Juarez  

This certification highlights their dedication and 
hard work, signifying a significant step forward for 
organic agriculture not only in Naga City but across 
the entire Central Visayas region. 

The ATI RTC 7, along with the Department of 
Agriculture Regional Field Office 7, the Bureau 
of Agriculture and Fisheries Standards, and the 
National Organic Agriculture Program, expressed 
their pride in supporting these pioneering farmers. 
The certification is expected to further promote 
sustainable, eco-friendly farming practices 
that benefit both the local community and the 
environment.

Naga City, Cebu Farmers 
Achieve Milestone in Organic 

Farming with Certification

ORGANIC AGRICULTURE PROGRAMactivities
by maryjane flor s. patulilic & shanemie carelle d. pradera
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The Agricultural Training 
Institute (ATI) in Central 
Visayas, represented 

by Corn Focal Person and 
Licensed Agriculturist Mr. 
Jeffrey O. Awas, attended 
the Farmers' Field School 
(FFS) on Corn Production 
Field Day and Graduation 
Ceremonies held from 
September to October 
2024. 
 
The FFS sessions took 
place across various sites 
in Bohol, including Dimiao, 

ATI Central Visayas Celebrates Success of Corn FFS 
Field Day & Graduation Across the Region

Carmen, Balilihan, Ubay, 
and San Miguel; in Negros 
Oriental, the sites were 
Sta. Catalina, Bais City, 
and Mabinay; in Siquijor, 
the site was Siquijor; in 
Cebu Main Island, Alegria, 
San Remigio, the City of 
Bogo, and Danao City 
hosted the sessions, while 
Camotes Island included 
Poro and San Francisco. 
 
Farmer-graduates, 
facilitators, guests, and 
visitors gathered for a 

memorable and lively 
field day and graduation 
ceremony. 
 
The DA-ATI-RTC 7 
expressed sincere 
gratitude to all FFS 
implementers, including 
Barangay and Municipal/
City officials, OPA/
PAO, DA-RFO 7, and all 
partner agencies, for 
their contributions to the 
success of the training 
program.

CORN PROGRAM activities
by shanemie carelle d. pradera
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The Bohol National Rice Awareness 
Month (NRAM) team conducted 
an NRAM briefing and outreach 

event at Cabul-an Elementary School in 
Barangay Cabul-an, Buenavista, Bohol, on 
November 14, 2024. 

Representatives from the Department of 
Agriculture-Central Visayas (DA7), DA-
Agricultural Training Institute-7 (DA-ATI7), 
DA-National Food Authority (DA-NFA7), 
the Department of Education, the Local 
Government Unit (LGU) of Buenavista, 
and the Provincial Government of 
Bohol (PGBh) through the Office of the 
Provincial Agriculture (OPA) and the 
Office of the Provincial Social Welfare 
and Development (OPSWD) were on the 
team.

Rice, Knowledge, and Fun: Bohol NRAM Team Brings 
Learning and Grains to Cabul-an Island

The event included engaging discussions 
where students took active role in the rice 
briefing. 

A Grade 6 student led the group in reciting 
the rice pledge. Participants also enjoyed 
a rice trivia challenge and a spontaneous 
drawing contest. 

The day concluded with the distribution 
of 580 kilograms of rice, with each student 
receiving one kilogram as a token of 
appreciation.

The outreach provided a valuable 
opportunity to raise awareness in the 
community about the significance of rice, 
sustainable food practices, and responsible 
consumption.

RICE PROGRAM activities
by shanemie carelle d. pradera
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PILAR, BOHOL. The Rice Festival 
– Farmers Big Day was held 
on November 28, 2024, at the 

Municipal Gym in Poblacion, Pilar, 
Bohol. Mr. Jonathan O. Sumagang, a 
representative from the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI) Central Visayas, 
delivered a message of support on 
behalf of the organization.

The event featured Ms. Hazeel May 
Roche, NRAM project officer of ATI 
Central Visayas, who facilitated the 
distribution of information, education, 
and communication (IEC) materials, 
along with organizing the A-Ba-Ka-Da 
games.

Farmers' Big Day Celebrated in Pilar, Bohol 
The festival also showcased a rice 
derby, with farmer cooperators 
competing alongside various private 
seed companies.

In addition, the winners of the 
rice-based value-adding contest, 
which featured puto, bingka, and 
suman, were recognized. Judges 
for the contest included municipal 
agriculturists from Talibon, Bien Unido, 
and Maribojoc, Bohol, along with Ms. 
Lorrebian Lagapa from the Office of 
the Provincial Agriculturist (OPA) Bohol 
and a representative from the LGU 
Pilar, Bohol.
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CCEBUEBU - To spur economic growth in the area and 
stimulate entrepreneurial spirit for livelihood 
generation, aiming to improve the standard of 

living for the Community-Based Organizations (CBOs) 
particularly the coconut farmers, a Skills Training 
on Coconut Shell Handicraft cum Business 101 was 
conducted on November 27-29, 2024 in Tuburan, this 
province. 

About 25 coconut farmers from the municipalities of 
Tuburan, Asturias, and Tabogon participated in the 
training, respectively. Attendees were introduced to 
Coconut Shells as a Raw Material and the Tools and 
Techniques in Shellcraft Production. Moreover, the 
Essential Tools and Materials for Effective Production, 
Identifying and Understanding Tools, and selecting 
and Preparing Materials for Shellcraft Production 
were also discussed.  

Mr. Genes Canlas of Adorno Handicrafts was tapped 
as the resource person. He executed the process 
of production while the participants performed 
return demos. After the 3-day training, participants 
showcased their product design as outputs. 

Turning Coconut Shells into Opportunity
The skills training was conducted by the Agricultural 
Training Institute – VII (ATI-7) in collaboration with 
the Department of Trade & Industry (DTI), and the 
Philippine Coconut Authority (PCA) Cebu in support 
of the Coconut Farmers and Industry Development 
Plan (CFIDP) program. It is hoped that participants 
will not only create their handicrafts but also be able 
to supply raw materials to handicraft makers like the 
Adorno Company.  

“Kining training nakadugang sa akong kahibalo sa 
pagpa uswag ug naka abli sa laing opportunidad. 
Salamat ug akong ipaambit and akong kahibalo 
sa akong mga kauban sa association.” said Nino 
Habuhab one of the participants.s

Gracing the event were Senior Trade Industry 
Development Specialist Lurli Abaño joined by Trade 
Industry Development Specialist Jhomae Isoto 
from DTI Cebu, and Provincial Manager Johndom 
Domagtoy of PCA Cebu. Meanwhile, Doris Isabel J. 
Racho, DM of the ATI-7 served as the Project Officer 
assisted by Rosmalyn Pusta.

CFID PROGRAM activities
by doris isabel j. racho& shanemie carelle d. pradera
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BOHOL – The Coconut Farmers and Industry Development 
Plan (CFIDP) continues to empower coconut farmers with 
innovative skills through a Selling Skills Seminar held on 

November 22, 2024, at Gazeebo De Loon, in the municipality of 
Loon, this province. The activity aimed to enhance participants' 
selling skills by providing them with practical techniques, strategies, 
and insights to unlock their inner salesmanship. 

The seminar was participated in by twenty-five (25) coconut 
farmers/entrepreneurs and members of the Loon Small Coconut 
Farmers Agriculture Cooperative learned the essential selling 
strategies, customer engagement techniques, effective marketing 
approaches, and proper costing and pricing.

Mr. Mark Tuyogan a former Department of Trade and Industry 
(DTI) Bohol staff served as the resource speaker who emphasized 
the importance of building customer relationships, negotiating 
effectively, and presenting products attractively. A special focus 
was given to leveraging the unique value of coconut products.

”Ang among ginabuhat unsaon pag baligya na pun-an ang 
among skills kung unsaon pag atubang sa tawo, unsaon pag 
storya nga effective sa customer.” Said Christy Marsamolo one of 
the participants.

Interactive workshops allowed participants to apply the concepts 
learned, with exercises that simulated real-life selling scenarios. 
Farmers shared their experiences, challenges, and strategies, 
creating an enriching exchange of ideas.

Participants expressed their gratitude for the opportunity. One 
attendee Jofrey Simbajon, shared, “Mapasalamaton kaayo ko 
og dako, nga naka apil niining training sa selling skills seminar. 
Kay importante kaayo ang marketing ug sales sa negosyo. 
Makadugang pag improve sa among produkto, hilabi na 
sa pagbaligya o pag introduce sa among produkto, ug sa 
computation sa product costs ug profit.”

The Coconut Farmers and Industry Development Plan, a 
government initiative aimed at improving the livelihoods of 
coconut farmers, ensures continuous support through capacity-
building activities like this seminar. By addressing both production, 
marketing, and sales, the program contributes significantly to 
developing the coconut industry in the Philippines.

Farmers Enhance Selling Skills 
through CFIDP Seminar

The Agricultural Training Institute (ATI) Region 
VII, in collaboration with the Department of 
Trade and Industry (DTI) and the Philippine 

Coconut Authority (PCA) in the province of 
Cebu, successfully conducted a Food Safety 
and Good Manufacturing Practices (GMP) 
Seminar in Carmen, Cebu under the Coconut 
Farmers and Industry Development Plan (CFIDP) 
on November 12,2024 at CTU Carmen, Cebu.

Participants from Carmen, Catmon & Danao 
were provided with practical knowledge 
on proper food handling, preparation, and 
adherence to GMP standards. 

These are vital components for improving 
product safety, boosting consumer trust, and 
enhancing market competitiveness—especially 
in coconut-based and value-added products 
that are pivotal to the CFIDP’s success.
  
Doris Isabel Racho, DM of ATI-7 served as 
Resource Person, joined by Lurli  Abano &  
Jhomae Isoto of DTI Cebu. 

Also present were PCA Provincial Manager 
Johndom Dumagtoy and Carmen MAO Ramiro 
Pongtod who served as panelist during open 
forum. 

This activity reflects the commitment of ATI, DTI, 
and PCA to ensuring that coconut farmers and 
processors not only meet national food safety 
standards but also seize opportunities for growth 
in local and global markets.  

ATI, DTI, and PCA Host Food Safety & 
GMP Seminar for Coconut Farmers 

in Cebu
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