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Bontoc,	 Mountain	 Province – The Department ofAgriculture’s - Bureau of Agriculture and FisheriesStandards (BAFS), along with the DA-RFO-CAR and ATI-RTC-CAR, convened in Bontoc, Mountain Province toreview and verify the compliance of the MontanyosaOrganic Agriculture Practitioners Association (MOAPA)to their organic certification standards on February 3-6,2025.On the first day, the activity focused on verifyingMOAPA’s ongoing compliance with their accreditationrequirements. The BAFS also assessed the effectivenessof MOAPA’s Manual of Operations (MOP) and InternalStandards (IS), where in findings from the 2024assessment was revisited. As a result, most of the issuesidentified in the previous year have now been resolved. 

The event brought together stakeholders fromvarious RBOs to strengthen cooperation andpromote agricultural development in the region.The parade of colors marked the official openingof the program.Mr. Adrian Chris P. Velasco, Information OfficerII of ATI-RTC-CAR, delivered a presentation onthe Digital Farmers Program (DFP) 101 and102, highlighting the importance of digital toolsin modern farming practices.

LA	 TRINIDAD,	 BENGUET - The ATI-Cordilleraconducted its RBO Assembly entitled <Big Brother, BigSister, Stronger Together Strengthening SuccessThrough Mutual Support with the theme "Harvestthrough 4-H Milestone: Harnessing AgriculturalResilience through Vision, Education, Sustainability, andTechnology= held on May 15-17, 2025 at the ATI-RTC-CAR, BSU Compound, La Trinidad, Benguet.

MOAPA’s Undergoes Surveillance
Audit on their Compliance and
Certification Standards

The Power of Mentorship and Mutual
Support at the RBO Assembly

Unveiling the Bonds: 
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DA-ATI-RTC-CAR Sustains its Support to the
TGP Operation in the RegionResearch and Development(PCARRD), now PCAARRD to bringscience-based information andtechnology services to the end-users in agriculture, fishery,forestry and natural resources(AFFNR) sectors. The programaims to develop, validate, andpromote technology deliverymodalities that facilitatepromotion and commercializationof technologies; to institutionalizelinkage among technologygenerators (SUCs), servers (LGUs),and adoptors; and to strategicallysupport and make available toLGUs and rural-basedorganizations (RBOs) thetechnologies needed in thedelivery of their services.The Techno Gabay Program hasfour components which are the:information education campaignstrategies, information andcommunications technology, FITSCenter and Magsasaka Siyentista

(MS). The FITS Center also knownas the Techno	 Pinoy, serves as aone-stop service facility nearest tothe majority of farmers,entrepreneurs, and other clients ina given area to provide fast accessto information and technologies informs appropriate to the clients’needs. The Magsasaka Siyentista or theFarmer Scientist Bureau,meanwhile refers to anoutstanding farmer recognized forhis/her use of S&T-based andindigenous technologies andcomplements the FITS Center. TheMagsasaka Siyentista will serve asa partner of the FITS Centers todeliver extension services alongagriculture, fisheries and forestryand natural resources. As such, theMS will act as resource personduring the technology trainings,clinics and seminars; provides 

As part of the continuous supportto the operationalization of theTechno Gabay Program (TGP) inthe Region, the DA-ATI-RTC-CARprovided ICT support to the threeFarmers Information andTechnology Services (FITS)Centers in the Region namelyBauko, Mountain Province;Mankayan and La Trinidad inBenguet on April 2, 15, and 22respectively.The ICT support aims to enhancethe implementation of the FITSCenters’ activities and the deliveryof their agricultural services as awhole. During the turn-overs,brief orientation on the TechnoGabay Program was done whereinregular report submission andnomination of the MagsasakaSiyentista were reiterated.The TGP was conceived by thePhilippine Council for Agriculture,Forestry, and Natural Resources 
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technical assistance andhand-on training duringcross visits of otherfarmers; influences otherfarmers to adopt theiroutstanding farmpractices by sharinginformation, experiencesresources and ideas; andprovides farmer-to-farmer advisory services.In the Cordillera Region,the TGP was managed bythen HighlandAgriculture Resourcesand Research andDevelopmentConsortium (nowCorCAARRD). In 2012,the program wastransferred to the DA-ATI, as it is more of anextension modality. Inthe same year,CorCAARRD formallyturned over 47 FITSCenters to the DA-ATI-RTC-CAR.Since then, the Centercontinuously providessupport for thecontinuation of theimplementation of theTGP.

Striving to make history as the firstgroup in the region to earn PhilippineGood Agricultural Practice (PhilGAP)certification for rice, the Namillangan-Calupaan Lateral Farmer IrrigatorsAssociation (NCLFIA) Incorporated inAlfonso Lista, Ifugao has successfullycompleted the Strengthening RiceFarming: Training on Philippine GoodAgricultural Practices on Rice.The training, conducted in partnershipwith DA-PhilRice-Isabela and DA-RFO-CAR, took place on March 18-20, 2025, 

at Namillangan, Alfonso Lista, Ifugao.During the three-day training,modules on the Code of GoodAgricultural Practices for rice andorganizational building werediscussed. These sessions equippedthe participants with the necessaryknowledge and skills to ensure thatrice produced meets high standardsof quality, safety, and environmentalsustainability. Also, the trainingstrengthened the organization’svision, enabling members to 

Rice Farmers in Alfonso Lista Gear Towards PhilGAP
Group Certification

AEWs of CAR Undergo 10-day Crash Course on
Sustainable Vegetable Production

Aimed at enhancing the technicalcompetencies of the AgriculturalExtension Workers (AEWs) onsustainable vegetable production,improving their facilitation andleadership skills, and strengtheningtheir ability to support and mentorfarmers effectively, a 10-dayComprehensive Training on SustainableVegetable Production in the Cordillerawas conducted on April 26 - May 2,2025 at the Dam-mu-han hall, ATI-RTC-

CAR, BSU Compound, La Trinidad,Benguet.The training activity equipped theAEW participants with knowledgeon soil fertility management, organicfarming, and integrated pestmanagement to restore soil healthand promote environmentallyfriendly farming methods. Lecture,hands-on and group exercises were 
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//Jaila	S.	Sagpa-ey,
Information	Officer	III,
Kyran	T.	Menzi,	CorCAARRD
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support the gradual restockingand repopulation of the swineindustry. Once fully operational,the facility will produce qualitysemen for artificial insemination,benefiting hog farms within thelocality and neighboringmunicipalities. During the event, ATI-RTC-CARTraining Center Director Charlie C.Sagudan emphasized theimportance of biosecurity, citingthat threats to animal healthremain a challenge. He alsohighlighted the significance ofpartnership and collaboration,saying "this	 project	 is	 an	 evidence
to	the	power	of	collaboration".Hon. Gaspar B. Chilagan Jr.,municipal mayor of Aguinaldo,Ifugao, expressed full support andcommitment to the SWAIB project,ensuring the local government'sdedication to its success andsustainability.

ATI-Cordillera Launches SWAIB
Facility in Aguinaldo, IfugaoThe Agricultural TrainingInstitute-Regional TrainingCenter-Cordillera AdministrativeRegion (ATI-RTC-CAR) haslaunched the Swine ArtificialInsemination sa Barangay(SWAIB) Housing and Facility atthe Animal Breeding Center,Posnaan, Aguinaldo, Ifugao, inpartnership with the MunicipalLocal Government Unit (MLGU)through the Municipal AgricultureOffice on March 25, 2025.This facility is the second SWAIBproject inaugurated in theCordillera Administrative Regionand is part of the Department ofAgriculture's Integrated NationalSwine Production Initiatives forRecovery and Expansion(INSPIRE) Program. The SWAIBcomplements the INSPIRE'sComponent 2, focusing onestablishing swine breedermultiplier farms to rebuild andrecover the breeder base to 

Benguet INSPIRE
Beneficiaries Undergo

Meat Processing
TrainingIn support to the IntegratedNational Swine ProductionInitiatives for Recovery andExpansion (INSPIRE) Program, atraining on Meat Processing withGood Manufacturing Practices forBenguet held on March 19-21,2025 at Meat Processing Center,Longlong, Puguis, La Trinidad,Benguet was conducted to 27INSPIRE beneficiaries.Discussed during the trainingwere: principles of meatprocessing, the characteristics ofmeat, common meat processingtechniques and goodmanufacturing practices. Thelecture and demonstrations (withreturned demo) focused on porktocino, Japanese siomai,longganisa, kini-ing, tapa, andembutido. Added demonstrationson chicken slaughtering/dressingand deboning were also done. Thetraining also covered topics onpackaging, labelling, and pricing,including the mandatoryrequirements for food labels andthe Return on Investment.Ms. Maura S. Garoy of BahongRural Improvement Club,expressed that the training hasbeen incredibly helpful as this notonly emphasizes the importanceof meat processing but alsohighlights the significant benefitsof creating our own products thatare free from harmful ingredients.

“The	 training	 has	 taught	 us	 that
instead	of	relying,	on	commercially
produced	items,	which	may	
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//	Jaypee	D.	Na-oy,	Agriculturist	I



The ATI-RTC-CAR in partnership with the Bureau ofSoils and Water Management (BSWM), successfullyconducted the Training of Trainers on Leadership andTechnical Skills for Small Water Irrigation SystemAssociation (SWISA) Officers and AgriculturalExtension Workers (AEWs) in Luzon on March 23-29,2025 at the Center’s Aspulan Hall, La Trinidad,Benguet.The training aims to enhance the participants’leadership skills and technical knowledge in the 

																				This	training	is	timely	and	relevant
for	us	because	SWISA	is	just	being	established	in
our	area.	We	have	learned	many	terms	and

concepts	that	we	need	to	share	with	the	farmers
to	help	ensure	the	success	of	their	organization.
The	challenge	now	is	finding	the	best	way	to
share	what	we've	learned	with	the	farmers.

05Furthermore, Ms. Jocelyn E. Pablo,a member of the Tabano-OmangLivelihood Project Organization,thanked the Center forconsidering them to be part of thetraining. She said that the trainingis truly beneficial to them, as it hasintroduced new and innovativeways to process meat intoproducts such as longganisa,embotido, siomai, tapa, and more.
<These	 new	 skills	 and	 knowledge
will	 allow	 us	 to	 diversify	 our
products,	which	is	vital	for	

expanding	 our	 business	 and	 the
value	of	the	meat	we	produce,= sheconcluded.INSPIRE is an initiative under theNational Livestock Program (NLP)of the Department of Agriculture.The program focuses on therecovery and repopulation of thehog industry in response to theAfrican Swine Fever (ASF)outbreak.

contain	 preservatives,	 additives,
and	 unhealthy	 ingredients,	we	 can
make	 our	 own	 nutritious	 and	 safe
alternatives.	 This	 empowers	 us	 to
create	 healthier	 meals	 for	 our
families,	 particularly	 for	 our
children,	 whose	 health	 and	 well-
being	 are	 a	 top	 priority.	 By
producing	 our	 own	 food	 products,
we	not	only	 improve	 the	quality	of
what	we	consume	but	also	support
our	local	economies	and	contribute
to	more	sustainable	practices,=	sheadded.
Sustaining Water for Agriculture: 
SWISA Leaders and AEWS in Luzon Upskills on SSIP Management

operation and maintenance of Small-Scale Irrigation Project(SSIPs). Participants were provided updates on the riceindustry situation in the Philippines, engaged in discussionson effective leadership principles and enhanced essentialskills in the operation and maintenance of SSIPs to supportsustainable water management in their communities. Theyalso visited Dome Garden and a SWISA SIP site in Itogon,Benguet and explored various irrigation components andlearned best practices in farm and association management.The successful completion of this training program isexpected to have a lasting impact on the rice productionsector in the Philippines. By enhancing the leadership andtechnical skills of AEWs and farmer-leaders, the initiativeaims to contribute to improved SSIP management, as well asagricultural practices, and increased farm productivity andincome. //Allen	Olat,	CDMS	Technical	Support	Staff

Agricultural & Biosystems Engineer I,
LGU-Quezon, Palawan

//Bongbong	L.	Buli-e,	Media	Production
Specialist	II
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Aimed at promoting soilless agriculture and lecturesthat assimilate local/experiential and science-basedknowledge for sustainability, productivity, andprofitability, urban and peri-urban farmerparticipants successfully finished the "Training onBasic Urban and Peri-urban AgricultureTechnologies through Hydroponics" held on March18-20, 2025 at the Aspulan Hall, ATI-RTC-CAR, BSUCompound, La Trinidad, Benguet.Ms. Perla Epie, the Urban and Peri-Urban Focal andthe Project Officer, presented in her overview thatone of the approaches to addressing food availabilityis the different technologies such as urbanagriculture, and hydroponics. She pointed out thathydroponics can contribute to overcoming foodshortages and can be a sustainable business that willentice urban settlers and the youth to enter theagricultural industry for both business and personalfood security.Participants were exposed to the dynamics ofputting up a hydroponic vegetable production. Ahands-on activity was also done using styrobox andDIY set-up. For a more realistic experience, theparticipants had a glance to see a simplehydroponics set-up at DomeGarden located inItogon, Benguet. Economics of Soilless agriculturewas also discussed exploring the cost and returnanalysis.Expressing also his thoughts, Mr. Dindo Umandam,

During the Closing Ceremony, Mr. Angel Garcia,Jr., Farmer and CEO of the Taloy FarmersMultiPurpose Cooperative, expressed that hewas hesitant to join the training, however, onthe first day, he was hooked. He becameinterested because everything they aimed todo, and wanted to be implemented in theircooperative was reflected in the training.

06

Urban and Peri-Urban Settlers
Undergo Hydroponics Training

Master Teacher I, of Joaquin Smith National HighSchool located in Asin Road, Baguio City, said that
<when	the	heart	is	full,	the	tongue	falls	silent.=He expressed that he learned so much from thetraining. In his assessment, the training showed himthat even a small or limited space can be turned intoa profitable vegetable production. <Our	 priority	 is	 to	 practice	 hydroponics	 at	 home	 so
our	 families	 can	 enjoy	 chemical-free	 vegetables.	 Our
primary	 goal	 is	 to	 produce	 for	 our	 own	 consumption
first,	and	then	sell	the	excess,= he concluded.A total of thirty-three participants attended the saidtraining activity. 

JANUARY -JUNE 2025

																					First	and	foremost,	I	saw	how	we	can	encourage	the	youth
to	engage	in	farming.	Smart	farming,	like	hydroponics,	is	one	way	to
attract	young	people	to	agriculture.	That’s	why	I	didn’t	hesitate	to
seek	the	services	of	Domegarden	to	help	us	establish	our	own

hydroponics	system.	

Another	key	takeaway	is	climate	change	resiliency,	hydroponics
allows	us	to	produce	crops	regardless	of	the	season.	We	can	continue

planting	even	during	the	rainy	season.

Lastly,	sustainable	farming	is	essential	for	food	security.	We	all	know
that	soil	quality	is	deteriorating	due	to	excessive	chemical	use.

Through	this	training,	I	learned	that	hydroponics	requires	minimal
labor,	low	maintenance,	and	is	both	a	sustainable	and

environmentally	friendly	practice.	It	also	provides	an	additional
livelihood	opportunity,	especially	for	urban	communities.

//Bongbong	L.	Buli-e,	Media	Production	Specialist	II
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attain their goals and developstrategies for accessing bettermarkets and resources. Thetraining's key highlights includedan immersive field exposure,where participants assessed a ricefarm and providedrecommendations to align withthe Code of Good AgriculturalPractices. Additionally, theydeveloped structured proceduresfor the certification application, acrucial component of theirInternal Control System (ICS)required for group certification.During the closing activity, Mr. JoyBartolome A. Duldulao, BranchDirector of DA-PhilRice Isabela,encouraged the completers toapply the knowledge and skillsthey had gained to enhance theirfarming practices and ensurecompliance with Philippine GoodAgricultural Practices (PhilGAP) 

for standards. He emphasized theimportance of sustainingmomentum by implementing theInternal Control System (ICS)effectively and workingcollectively toward obtaininggroup certification. He reassuredthem of the agency’s support intheir certification journey,providing technical assistance,monitoring, and guidance as theytake the next steps in the process.If these farmers successfullyobtain group certification for GAPfor rice, it will be a majormilestone for both the localfarming community and theagricultural sector. Theirachievement will not onlydemonstrate their commitment tointernational quality standardsbut also position them as pioneersof agricultural innovation andsustainability.

An office audit was alsoconducted to ensure that theorganization was adhering tothe processes outlined in theirMOP and IS, verifying theconsistency and integrity oftheir operations.In addition to the documentreview and internalassessments, on the second day,mentioned agencies, traveled toSabangan to evaluate thecompetence of MOAPA’s peerreviewers. The peer reviewcommittee assessed two organicproduction applicants,conducting farm walks andreviewing records to determineif the applicants met the criteriafor organic certification. Theclosing meeting revealed theresults of the comprehensiveassessment. After a thoroughreview of the organization’sdocuments and theperformance of the peerreviewers, BAFS identified atotal of 9 major non-complianceissues, 2 minor non-complianceissues, and 4 Observations forImprovement (OFIs).While 23 of the 25 non-compliance issues identified inthe previous year wereresolved, two issues werereissued. As a result, MOAPAhas been given a clear deadlineto resolve the current findingsfrom the 2024 surveillanceaudit and to address anyoutstanding issues.The process highlighted theimportance of continualimprovement and transparencyin upholding organiccertification standards,benefiting both thepractitioners and theconsumers they serve.
//Esjay	M.	Zausa,	Training	Specialist	I //Esjay	M.	Zausa,	Training	Specialist	I

(from	page	1)

(from	page	3)

MOAPA’s	Surveillance	Audit...

Farmers	in	Alfonso	Lista...

JANUARY -JUNE 2025



08

TINONGDAN,	ITOGON,	BENGUET— The Urban and Peri-UrbanHarvest Festival was celebrated atthe Tinongdan Indigenous PeoplesOrganization (TINPO) CommunityGarden in Tinongdan during theCommunity Urban Agriculture andManagement Forum (CUAMF)Summit on May 7, 2025.Organized to promote foodsecurity and sustainable practices,the festival brought togetherfarmers, local officials, agriculturalexperts, and community membersto share knowledge, showcaseinnovations, and deepen theirengagement with urbanagriculture.The event began with hands-onlearning experiences acrossvarious farming areas.Participants toured the TINPOcommunity farm and engaged inpractical demonstrations, fromvegetable and fruit harvesting toland preparation, hydroponics, 

and backyard poultrymanagement. Participants latertook part in harvesting uplandkangkong and cassava.Additionally, the farmers fromTINPO demonstrated the propertechniques for cutting stems ofkangkong and cassava as plantingmaterials.All participants and guests wererequested to plant tomatoes,eggplant, and celery as a symbol oftheir commitment to sustainableagriculture.After the harvest festival, theparticipants proceeded to theBinga Gym for the formal openingprogram. Ms. Haily Allilis openedthe event with a prayer, followedby the Philippine NationalAnthem. Mr. Edwin O. Atumpag,the Barangay Chair of Tinongdanwelcomed the attendees,highlighting the importance ofurban farming to local foodresilience. Further, Ms. CherryMae Pacio acknowledged all the  

participants. Ms. Perla Epie,NUPAP focal of ATI-CAR, providedthe overview of the festival. Mr.Norberto Pacio, President of theTINPO, emphasized theorganization’s role in promotingcommunity-based gardeninginitiatives.Messages of support weredelivered by Ms. Joan Bacbac (DA-CAR Technical Adviser to theOffice of the Regional ExecutiveDirector), Director CharlieSagudan (ATI-RTC-CAR), and Ms.Leah O. Abando, Bureau of PlantIndustry (BPI) representative, allreaffirming their institutionalsupport for urban agricultureprograms.Keynote speaker Engr. MichaelTauli, on behalf of Mayor BernardWaclin, underlined the importanceof local government support andschool-based gardening programs,which he described as afoundation for cultivating future<food champions.=One of the highlights of thesummit was the hydroponics
(turn	to	page	12)
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Urban and Peri-Urban Agriculture Harvest
Festival and Community Summit in Itogon
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//Adrian	Chris	 P.	 Velasco,	 Information
Officer	II



Unveiling	the	Bonds	...
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The six competing provinces andtwo cities of CAR showed theirtalents, wits, and agriculturalskills during the competition.There were nine events whereparticipants showed their talents,either in teams/groups or asindividuals. These were the: 1) 4H Regional ExcellentAchievers Awards (REAA with 4categories namely Head, Heart,Health and Hand; 2) 4H Harvest of Excellent: MostOutstanding 4H Member; 3) 4H Harvest of Excellent: MostOutstanding 4H Coordinator; 4) 4H Pop-up Quiz Bee content; 5) Fruit Carving and Garnishing;6) 4H Club Promotional VideoContest; 7) 4H Agri-Innovation Pitching; 8) 4H Song Con: Tinig ngKabataan; and 9) Cultural PresentationMoreover, members of the 4-HClub, Volunteer LeadersAssociation of the Philippines(VLAP), International Farm YouthExchange (IFYE), and the RuralImprovement Club (RIC) gatheredfor the 4-H Candle LightingCeremony. The tradition serves asa reminder of the members’continuous commitment toleadership, service, and self-improvement through theprograms and opportunitiesoffered by the 4-H movement.In his message of support,President Kenneth Alip-Laruan ofBenguet State University (BSU)challenged the youth to sustainfood security in the country.To have food secured country, he

(from	page	01)

//Jomar	Guerzon,	PAFES	Technical
Support	Staff

Unveiling	the	Bonds	...

If	you	have	a	plan,	do	 it	now,
because	 along	 the	 way	 you
will	learn	through	experience

— encouraging attendees toact on their ideas to adaptthrough continuous learningKeynote speaker Mark Adriel Sisonof Dome Garden Hydroponicsinspired attendees to act boldly ontheir agricultural ideas.
The participants also engaged inexperiential learning with SirAndy Colte, a MagsasakangSiyentista, on Remote-ControlledVenturi Fertigation and Spraysystems.Furthermore, Ms. Crisel Lucianodiscussed and demonstrated fruitand vegetable carving andgarnishing. The participantsconducted a returndemonstration, after which theiroutputs were evaluated.By fostering relationshipsbetween experienced mentors andyoung leaders, this combinedinitiative seeks to enhanceleadership skills, agriculturalentrepreneurship, and communityservices.The assembly marked anotherstep in ATI-RTC-CAR’scommitment to empoweringfarmers and advancingsustainable agriculture in theregion. 

underscored four components tobe considered, to wit: 
1)	 Physical	 availability	 of	 the	 food
(wherever	 you	 go,	 there	 is	 food
available	and	can	be	accessible	 for
all);	
2)	Economic	existence	and	stability
(where	prices	of	products	should	be
reasonable	 so	 that	 even	 the	 poor
can	afford	to	buy	it);	
3)	 Food	 Stability	 (food	 is	 readily
available	all	year	round);	and	
4)	 Utilization	 (food	 should	 be	 of
various	 varieties	 because	our	body
needs	 various	 vitamins	 and
minerals	to	function	well).








































